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THE 


Cask, SYMPTOMS, and CURE, | 


OF 


INDIFFERENCE to Rerc1ox. 


Ps AL. Ixxxv. 6. 


Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people 
may rejoice i in the! a 


II is generally agreed, that this pſalm was 
1 compoſed after the return of the Jews 
from their captivity, or, at leaſt, reviſed on 
that occaſion; and delivered to the chief 
muſician, to be ſung as a proper anthem of 
praiſe after ſo ſignal a deliverance. The hi- 
ſtory of Ezra informs us of the violent oppo- 
ſition made by the neighbouring people to the 
rebuilding of the city and temple, whereby the 
work was for ſome time greatly obſtructed. To 
this there ſeems to bea plain alluſion in the 4th 
and 5th verſes, where the pious author de- 
precates thediſpleaſure of the Al N rr 
which he attributes the danger that chrearen- 


edt this people And, in our text, he earneſtly 
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prays chat God, together with the re- eſta- 
bliſhment of their civil and ecclefiaſtic con- 


ſtitution, would revive a ſpirit of true piety 


and virtue, both among rulers and people, that 
their joy and happineſs might fland ſecure 
on its true foundation; V ut {hou not revive 


us gain: that thy people may Face in 1 thee? 


THESE words, then, preſent a ſubject of 
the utmoſt importance to our ſerious conſi- 


deration; that the real happineſs of any na- 
tion, enjoying the invaluable bleſſings of 
peace and liberty, and profeſling the true 


religion, conſiſts in their being animated by | 
its ſpirit, without which, the greateſt na- 
tional advantages are of little avail. This 


good man therefore, anxious for the happi- 
neſs of his country, prays; not only that 


the deſigns of its enemies might be defeated, 
and its religion and liberty ſecured ; but like- 
wiſe that God would inſpire his people with 


a ſpirit ſuited to their advantages; that he 
would baniſh from among them a cold in- 
difference to religion, which, in truth, and 
in the pious man's judgment, bore a more 
threatening aſpect to the public happineſs, 
than all the malice and violence of their foes 3 


and 


[ 8 1 
| and that he would revive that ſpirit of piety 
and righteouſneſs, which alone can ſupport 
and exalt a nation. 


Ix diſcourſing further 1 upon this ſubject, I 
ſhall, | 


4 I. Pol N out ſome of the principal cauſes 
ET that concur in producing a coldneſs and in- 
difference to religion 1 in any ſociety. 


II. TRE viſible ſymptoms of the preva- | 
lence and progreſs of this fatal diſeafe a- 
mongſt ourſelves. 


III. THe proper means ; of reviving, through 
che divine bleſſing, a ſpirit of piety and 
virtue. 


1 SHALL, I. Point out ſome of the principal 
cauſes that concur in producing a coldneſs 
and indifference t to TR in any fociety. - 


INDIFFERENCE to religion, which is ſo 
hurtful to the happineſs of a nation, con- 
fiſts in the want of a due impreſſion of its 
truth and importance. It ſtands directly 
oppoſite to that principle which is termed 
faith, and deſcribed as the baſis and foun- 


A 2 dation 


„ 


dation of all genuine and ſubſtantial virtue. 


Faith, in the ſenſe and language of ſcripture, 
does not ſignify a mere aſſent to the truths 
of religion, as matter of opinion; but ſuch 


a deep and penetrating conviction of their 


importance and connexion with our temporal 


and eternal happineſs, as becomes a powerful 
principle of virtuous conduct. Every ſyſtem of 


religion, whether of divine original or human 
invention, has a peculiar ſpirit and genius, 
which forms the diſtinguiſhing character 

of its ſincere votaries. This characteriſtical 
ſpirit is not ſo much to be diſcerned i in its 


precepts or laws, as in the general tendency 
of its doctrines and inſtitutions of worſhip. 


Even in the moſt abſurd religious ſyſtem, 


there may be found many good and moral 
injunctions, blended with others of a trivial 


and corrupt nature. But no ſyſtem of laws, 
however excellent in themſelves, will be of 
any conſiderable efficacy to form a truly 


pious and virtuous temper in the votaries 


of any religion, if they are enforced by 
doctrines, and ſupported by inſtitutions of 
worſhip, which are of a corrupting and im- 
moral tendency. On the contrary, the ge- 
neral ſpirit and temper, gradually infuſed 


by 


47:1, 
by an abſurd and falſe ſyſtem of cellylqus 


belief, will enervate its moral precepts, and 
render them of no effect. How greatly then 


Y do they miſtake the caſe, who think it a 


matter of mere indifference, what ſcheme of 
religious principles men form to themſelves, 
whether true or falſe: for the more ſincere 
they are in their religious belief and profeſs 
ſion, and the more deeply they are impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of its truth and importance, 
their temper and diſpoſitions will take a cor- 
/ reſpondent tincture, either of purity or im- 
purity, of excellence or depravity. It is only 
divine and moral truth, which can enlighten 
the ſoul, and purify the heart. In a word, 
the goſpel-revelation; which contains the 
nobleſt ſyſtem of religion that was ever 
propoſed to mankind; which exhibits the 
moſt juſt and amiable character of the 
DEi rx, and extenſive views of his moral 
government; which not only delineates the 
rule of duty in its fulleſt extent, but alſo 
enforces its obligation by the authority of 
the Supreme LEGISLATOR, who is con- 
tinually carrying on the moſt beneficent plan 
of our redemption, from a ſtate of guilt and 

dle 
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depravity, to happineſs and immortal life; 


does evidently eſtabliſh the practice of uni- 


verſal righteouſneſs on the ſureſt baſis. Now, 


from all this it muſt appear, that the ge- 
nuine ſpirit of the goſpel is that of univer- 


ſal virtue, which can be the effect only of a 
juſt view, and ſerious belief, of its divine 


principles. When, therefore, the true ſpi- 


rit of religion is declining in any Chriſtian 


ſociety, and, on the contrary, a ſpiritual 


languor and inſenſibility 18 growing apace, 
it muſt be in a great meaſure owing to the 
following cauſes co-operating to produce it; 
viz. Ignorance of the truths and obligations 


of religion ; or, inattention to its importance 
and connexion with true happineſs ; an ab- 
; {urd ſpirit of ſcepticiſm R in ſome, as to all 


religious principles in general; and a fac- 
tious and diviſive ſpirit, in others, about 
matters of les importance and doubtful i in- 
terpretation. 1 


, IGNORANCE of the truths of reli- 


gion cannot fail to produce indifference to 
it, and effectually obſtruct improvement in its 
genuine ſpirit and temper. And indeed, it 
| 18 


* 
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1 farprifing what groſs miſtakes and miſre- | 


preſentations of religion are to be met with 
amongſt people favoured with the beſt inſti- 


tutions, and the beſt opportunities of attain- 
ing religious knowledge; nay, even ſome- 
times among perſons of improved under- 


ſtanding, and juſt taſte, in other branches 
4 of uſeful PO: | 


Tae truth i is, the care of cultivating reli- 


gious knowledge is but too apt to be ne- 
glected by parents and others who have the 
charge of training up youth. While ſome 
attention is perhaps given to point out to 


them the duties they owe to ſociety, and to 


teach them thoſe accompliſhments which 


qualify them to make a figure in the world, 


the duties which they owe to Gop their 
Creator, and the means of being fitted for his 
_ heavenly kingdom, are often ſhamefully ne- 


glected. as of no 1mportance or conſideration. | 
A plan of education. unconnected with any 


religious ſyſtem, ſeems too much the faſhion- 


able mode with us. Hence an indifference 


to religion, and every thing connected with 
it, ſoon appears; which grows. every. day 


firopger 
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| ſtronger and ſtronger, and attends numbeys 
through all the ſtages of their after-life, 
This muſt at length iſſue in a ſtate of abſo- 


hate inſenſibility to moral and religious truth. 


Perhaps ſuch perſons ſtill retain the name of 
Chriſtian in common with others; but they 

neither know, nor are deſirous to know, any 
thing farther of the matter. They conſider 
all religions as alike ; as a matter of mere 


mode or faſhion, according to the different 


taſtes and humours of different countries. Is 
then the ſpirit and character of the Chriſtianre- 
ligion to be ſought for, or to be found, amongft 
ſuch blind and unprincipled votaries ? Is 
not the frequent and fatal neglect of reli- 


gious education to be juſtly viewed as one 


principal ſource of jgnorance, and that ig- 
norance the ſource of much licentiouſneſs 


both of ſentument and manners ? 


2d, BUT if many are deſtroyed for lack of 
religions knowledge, inattention to the 
truths and ſacred obligations of religion 


makes havock of {till far greater numbers of 


mankind. Many ſeem to pay a ſort of poli- 


tical reſpect to the Chriſtian religion, merely 
as 
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as the religion of their country, eſtablifi- 


ed by authority, and incorporated with our 


civil conſtitution. A ſenſe of decency 
prevents their deriding and contemn- 
ing its public inſtitutions, and produces a 
- occaſional conformity to them; but their 
faith or attachment to the goſpel goes no 
farther. They are neither avowed infidels 
nor ſound believers. They have never in- 


quired into its origin, nor the ſalutary ends 
of its promulgation. They do not perhaps 


call in queſtion its truth in general; but they 1 
have no ſerious conviction of its importance, 
as a plan for conducting men to everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, They have a general expect- 


ation of this happineſs ; but they can 
give no reaſon of the hope that is in 


them. The character and diſpoſition of 
ſuch perſons, with reſpect to religion, is 
preciſely that of the church of Laodicea, 
neither cold nor hot; againſt which temper 
of neutrality and indifterence, our Saviour 
expreſſes ſo great an averſion. Is not this 
the real amount of the religious profeſſion 
of many, who pretend to think more juſtly, 
and to form more extenſive views than the 


B N vulgar! 
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vulgar ? Can we reaſonably expect that their 
religious faith, if it deſerves the name, 
ſhould have the leaſt influence on their tem- 
per and conduct 1 


3d, A ſpirit of ſcepticiſin among the learn- 


ed and ſpeculative, in proportion as it 
ſpreads, has no ſmall influence to abate their 


zeal and attachment to the Chriſtian reli- 


gion. Superficial reafonings will always 


have weight with ſuperficial thinkers. The 


adverſaries of our holy religion have, of late 
years, changed their method of attack. Af. 


ter being ſo often foiled in the open field, 
they now try to work their way impercepti- 


bly, by ſecret undermining; the tendency of 


which is only known by its effects. By in- 
troducing univerſal ſcepticiſm, by diſputing 
even the truth of ſelf- evident principles, that 


are fundamental to all reaſoning, they lead 
their diſciples firſt to doubt, and then to deny, 


the eſſential principles of all religion. And 
indeed, from ſcepticiſm to downright infide- 
lity, the tranſition 1 15 natural and eaſy. 


Ar any rate, an indifference to religian 
muſt certainly ſpread and take deep root, in 


Prop ortion 
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proportion as this ſceptical humour prevails 
or gains ground; and Chriſtianity itſelf, the 
nobleſt ſyſtem of divine truth, and the moſt 
proper for reforming the world, be treated 
merely as a ſubjectof ſpeculation, which men 
may receive or reject at pleaſure. Such acade- 

mics in religion, though equally averſeto eve- 
ry religious ſyſtem, yet might, with a better 
grace, aſſume any other name or profeſſion 
than that of Chriſtian; becauſe, if the goſ- 
pel is of divine original, and promulgated 
by the authority of heaven; if its evidence 
be ſuch as is ſufficient to found a rational 


conviction of its truth; in this caſe, we are 
not only bound to give our aſſent to it, but 


to act upon the principles of that belief, as 
a matter of the laſt importance to our eter- 
nal happineſs. If it does, indeed, contain 
the words of eternal life, the only plan and 


terms of acceptance with God, then, ſurely, 


to reject it with ſcorn, or even to neglect - 
to conſider it with due attention, muſt be 


highly criminal and dan gerous: How ſpall We 
Shape . We neglect og real jalvation, Heb. ii. 3. 


ak The fame 8 diſeaſe of indiffe- 
rence to religion, in any ſociety, is always 


8 greatly 
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greatly cheriſhed and promoted by a fac- 


tious and diviſive ſpirit in others, by ill- 
placed and intemperate zeal about points of 
leſſer importance, and of a doubtful nature. 
Scepticiſm and bigotry, how oppoſite ſoe- 
ver to one another, yet are often ſimilar in 
their influence, and productive of the ſame 
Effects: they are both equally repugnant to 
the true ſpirit of religion. They agree in 

taking away all diſtinction between the 
primary and ſecondary truths of religion; 
the one, by depreſſing the former into the 
obſcurity of the latter; the other, by exalt- 
ing the latter to the dignity and import- 
ance of the former. The ſceptic aſſaults 
the ſyſtem of religion, by undermining its 
foundation; the bigot, by erecting an un- 
wieldy ſuperſiructure of n mate- 
rials. 


TE folly and verveeſeneſh of mankind 
often change their moſt important bleſſings 
into real evils, by abuſing them, contrary 
to the intention of the divine goodneſs, 

And there is no public bleſſing more fre- 


quently perverted in this manner, than that 
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troverſial points among Proteſtants, are car- 


and importance will bear; that amidſt ſo 


latter, which, though one of the beft of 
through miſumprovement, to hatch, under 


parties, who generally proſecute the inter- 
eſts of their faction, with much heat and 


5 gal indulgence amongſt us; and far more, | | 
brigcip les. Perhaps it might juſtly be 


moſity, which we condemn as ſo prejudi- 
cial to the moral influence of true religion. | 
But, in general, one may venture to affirm, - ; 
without offending the moſt angry diſpu- — 


E 
of liberty, both civil and Wg My 
ſubject naturally leads me to ſpeak of the 
earthly bleſſings in itſelf, yet ſeldom fails, 


its prolific wings, many different ſets and 


paſſion, under the Name of religious zeal. 


ik would be extremely 3 improper for me, 
at preſent, to make a diſſertation on the 
various ſets and factions which enjoy a le- 


to enter into a diſcuſſion of their ſeparating 


thought toſavour of that very ſpirit of ani- 


tant, that the far greater number of con- | 


ried to a much greater height, and proſe- 
cuted with a keener zeal, than their weight 


many 


[ 16 . 


many queſtions, agitated with ſo much un⸗ 


charitable humour, the eſſential points of 


religion ſeem to be but little underſtood, 


and ſtill leſs regarded; and that its moſt 
ſacred laws are often trampled on, in the 
rage of Guſpuration. 


WI AT manifold miſchiefs dock not this 


| Factious and turbulent ſpirit produce ? Par- 

| ticularly, in cauſing many ſuperficial in- 
quirers to think, that religion i is merely a 
BT ſubject of diſpute and opinion, without a- 
ny relation to life or manners; that its ten- 


dency is ſo far from promoting peace on 


earth, that it ſerves only to divide mankind 
more and more. Thus it is, that profeſ- 
£ fing Chriſtians, by their unchriſtian animo- 


ſities, have furniſhed infidels with the 


moſt plaufible objections againſt our ho- 
ly religion : whereas, was this truly a- 


miable inſtitution but fairly delineated, as 
taught by our Saviour and his apoſtles, 


and its exalted virtues exhibited to public 


obſervation, 1 in the lives of its votaries; it 
could not fail to gain more proſelytes, than 
the moſt excellent apologies that were ever 


wr itten 
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= written in its defence. Theſe may convince 
the judgment, by diſplaying its evidence 
but this would reach the heart, and capti- 
vate the affections to its love and obedience. 
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| Hapr Y, indeed, were it for Proteſtants, 
members of churches that are called re- 
formed, if the experience of paſt ages 
taught them wiſdom, to differ in peace and 
charity, and to unite their influence againſt 
the adverſaries of their common faith. 
Was this the caſe, our religious controver- 
ſies would even become fewer in number; 
becauſe the minds of men would be better 
diſpoſed for ſeeing and embracing the 
truth, which prejudice and paſſion are ſo 

apt to disfigure, and conceal from our 
view. 
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I 1 proceed to point out, 


Cid The viſible ſymptoms of the preva- 
lence and progreſs of this fatal diſeaſe, 
of indifference to religion, amongſt our- 
ſelves, 


 HowEveR 


ͤ—uuͥ— — > - — — ⁰ DEHH — 


1 48 1 


 HowEveR difficult it may be to trace 
this noxious diſeaſe to its proper cauſes, 


yet its ſymptoms are plain and evident. 


AND, 1. Where- ever this ſpirit prevails, 
it will naturally produce a growing ne- 
gle, if not a contempt, of the inſtitutions 
of divine worſhip. Outward forms of 
worſhip and devotion are eſſential to re- 
| bgion, and abſolutely neceſſary to ſup- 
port the ſerious belief and impreſſion 
of its truths on the minds of men; and 
when theſe are diſuſed, it is impoſſible to 
preſerve their moral influence on our tem- 
per and conduct. In this ſentiment all 
mankind have agreed, let their ſchemes of 
religion have been ever ſa oppoſite; and the 


ſame principle has been ratified and con- 


firmed, under all the diſpenſations of true 
N religion. 


WHEN, therefore, at any period, we ſee 
numbers who profeſs the Chriſtian religion, 


either conſtantly or habitually abſenting 
themſelves from aſſemblies for divine wor- 
ſhip; when ſuch frivolous pretences are 


deemed 
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deemed ſufficient for excuſing their ab- 
ſence, as they would be aſhamed to plead 
in apology for the neglect of any appoint- 
ed meeting for buſineſs, or even pleaſure; 


or if, when occaſionally they appear in the 
houſe of God, they plainly ſhow, by their 


deportment, that to worſhip the Almigh- 


ty is no part of their intention; if ſuch a 


ſpirit as this ſhould prevail, eſpecially a- 


mong thoſe whoſe example muſt have the 


greateſt influence to form the taſte and 
manners of the people, who would heſitate 
to ſay, that true piety was declining apace 
in ſuch a ſociety; and that an indifference 
to religion was ſpreading its noxious in- 


fluence more and more?: 


. In an age diſaffected to religion, we 


7 3 alſo naturally expect to ſee its mini- 
ſters deſpiſed, even for their work's ſake. 


In every country, where the leaſt notion of 
Deity has been diſcovered, we always find, 
not only places, but perſons too, conſecrated 
to religion, for the purpoſe of preſiding in 
religious aſſemblies, and directing the de- 


votions of the people. So that this is a 


Wn nb principle 
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principle ſupported by the common ſenſe 
of mankind, that religion, as well as the 
arts and ſciences, requires its public mi- 
niſters and teachers. Are then public 
foundations for inſtructing youth in the 


different br anches of literature and uſeful 


knowledge, ſo generally applauded and e- 
ſabliſhed among all civilized nations? 
and ſhall any be found ſo abſurd and un- 

reaſonable, as to account the miniſtry or: 


the goſpel : an unneceſſary inſtitution? 


WEIN, thepefore, this ſacred office is 
held by many in diſrepute, is made 
the jeſt of the ſcorner, and the ſong of 
the drunkard; when the ſcanty provi- 
ſion, allotted for its maintenance in times 
of greater reſpect for religion, is conſidered 
as an unneceſſary and intolerable bur- 
den; when legal taxes, for ſupporting the 


places conſecrated to the worſhip of God, 


are ſubmitted to with the moſt obvious re- 
luctancy, and defrayed with the utmoſt 
Poſſible parſimony ; ; while far heavier im- 
politions, in ſupport of expenſive amuſe- 
ments, are voluntarily agreed to, and 
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laid out with the greateſt liberality and 


chearfulneſs; are not all theſe appearances, 
and which too are every day increaſing, 


too evident a proof that we are become 
lovers of pleaſures, more than lovers of God ? 
This leads me to obſerve, 


3. THAT a people immerſed in luxury 


and voluptuouſneſs, muſt certainly be de- 
clining in their religious and moral cha- 
racter. A ſpirit of levity and diſſipation is 
quite inconfiſtent with the wiſe and manly 


ſpirit of religion. The only lawful and 
laudable end of amuſements, in general, 


is to unbend and relax the mind from its 

more important purſuits; to renew its 
ſtrength and vigour, for proſecuting, with 
greater facility, the great purpoſes of our 


being. Here is the proper boundary, 
which we cannot tranſgreſs, not only 


without blame, but without prejudice 
to our beſt intereſts. When, therefore, 
amuſements, even the moſt innocent, be- 
come the only ſerious buſineſs of life; when 


the taſte runs. ſo high, as to comprehend 


every diſtinction of age, condition, or 
2 _ character; 
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character; when improvements in this way 


are purſued as the moſt ſucceſsful road to 


fame; may it not be ſaid of us, in the words 
of the apoſtle James, That we live in pleaſure, 
and are waxen wanton? Is it poſſible that 


perſons engaged in ſuch a courſe of idle- 


neſs and diſſipation, and whoſe whole life 


is a circle of vain and trifling amuſements, 


| ſhould ever find themſelves at leiſure, or 


diſpoſed to think of their condition in a 


future world, or the means of ene a 
happy N 


Bu r would to God v we could a Wah 


worſe of many favourite amuſements in 


vogue, than that they are light and tri- 


fling. Are not ſome of them the greateſt 
| ſnares to virtue, and incitements to the 
baſeſt paſſions? I mean the prevailing 


paſſion for lucrative gaming, now become 
the occupation, not merely of idle vagrants 
of the vulgar tribe, as in former times, but 
of too many of their ſuperiors in rank 
aud fortune. It is a paſſion which has a 
direct tendency to extinguiſh the nobleſt 

3 virtues, 
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virtues, and to cheriſh the meaneſt vices 
in the heart. Juſtice and candour, bene- 
volence and generoſity, the principles of 
honour and friendſhip, and even natural 


affection, are quickly ſupplanted by cove- 
touſneſs, envy, and capricious anger: A 


ſordid and inſatiable thirſt for gain takes 


entire poſſeſſion of the ſoul : every degree 


of public ſpirit, every humane and gene- 
rous ſentiment, is rooted out, or ſuppreſſ- 


ed, by a mean ſelfiſhneſs which governs 
all: the important duties of civil and do- 


meſtic life, the public and private exerciſes 


of divine worſhip, ſo neceſſary to preſerve 
a ſenſe of religion in the minds of men, are 


neglected, for the ſake of amuſements, fri- 


volous in their nature, and fatal in their 
ne 


I SHALL. conclude with ſuggeſting gy 
ſome things, which, if ſeriouſly attended 


to, might prove, t through the divine bleſ- 


| ſing, an effectual remedy againſt ſuch diſ- 
orders, and conducive to revive a ſpirit of 


true piety and virtue amongſt us. 
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1. THE early inſtruction of youth in 


the principles of divine truth and wiſdom, 


merits ſurely the firſt conſideration. Here 


the foundation of national virtue mult be 


laid ; without which, no after-diſcipline 


and culture will much avail. When we 
' ſeriouſly conſider the unhappy bias of our 
minds to error and vice, it 1s highly pro- 
per to give children an early prepoſſeſ- 
ſion in favour of religion, and that from 
the very firſt diſplay of thought; becauſe 


reaſon will very ſoon confirm it into a mo- 
ral habit and conſtitution of mind. Pa- 


rents, and all tutors of youth, ought 


carefully to defend children againſt the 


firſt impreſſions of impiety, and endeavour 


to inſpire them with a reverence for reli- 
gion, even before they are capable of un- 
derſtanding its nature, or the various obli- 
gations reſulting from it. It muſt be of 
great uſe to prevent corrupt principles and 
intemperate paſſions from taking poſſeſſion 
of the mind, and to check their firſt appear- 


ance, Ws they gather ſtrength, and are 


confirmed by habit. 


LET 
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Lr them particularly, with a becoming 


real, reſtrain and diſcourage all ſort of 
language that ſavours of impiety or pro- 
faneneſs; by which the name and honour 
of the Deity is inſulted, and his authority 


contemned. The neglect of this ſingle 


circumſtance is ſufficient, of itſelf, to 
harden the heart againſt all ſerious 1impreſ- 
ſions of religious truths, to the very end of 


life. 


IcanNoT pretend, at preſent, to lay down 


a full and particular plan of religious edu- 
cation, but only to point out ſome danger- 
ous miſtakes, which ſhould be carefully 


avoided. For inſtance : While parents and 
teachers are at due pains to inſtruct youth 
in the fundamental principles of natu- 


ral and revealed religion, let them, at 
the ſame time, carefully guard againſt 
inſpiring them with a blind and intem- 


perate zeal for the diſtinguiſhing tenets of 


a particular party, or a violent averſion to, 
all who differ from them. The common effect 


of ſuch a narrow and injudicious educa- 
tion, is either to prejudice them againſt re- 


ligion 
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ligion in general, as merely a ſubject of 
debate and wrangling ; or to train them up 
in a habit of contention, and thus to che- 
riſh a bitter and uncharitable ſpirit, quite 


oppoſite to the meek and peaceable ſpirit of 
oy goſpel. 115 


Ax to all this, let them not fail to add 
a truly pious and virtuous example; ; which 
will moſt efficaciouſly convince them of the 
truth and excellence of religion, as well as 
give force and energy to their inſtructions. 
Thus the natural affection of children will 
co-operate with parental authority, in car- 
rying on their religious improvement. 
This is an inſtance of zeal for true religion, 
not only of the greateſt importance in itſelf, 
but alſo within the ſphere of the generality 
to exhibit, and is equally productive of 
public and private happineſs. 


8. Tax countenance and example of 
perſons in higher ſtations of life, on the 
fide of religion, would be of the greateſt 
efficacy to revive a ſpirit of true piety and 


virtue, and diffuſe it through the inferior 
ranks 
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ranks of men. The principles and prac- 

tice of the Great are extremely diffuſive in 
their influence, eſpecially if unhappily fa- 
vourable to impiety and vice: Their flat- 
terers and dependants, from ſervility, con- 
form to their maſters; and the poiſon gra- 
dually ſpreads through all the intermediate 
orders. Thus irreligion may, in time, 
become even popular and prevailing; its in- 


famy, in ſome ſenſe, be taken away, and the 


ſcandal ſeem rather to lie on the ſide of re- 

gion and virtue. Nothing then would 
prove ſo ſovereign and effectual a remedy 
for this growing evil, as the good example 

of men of power and influence. This would 


ſoon bring the ſtudy and practice of religion 


into repute: acts of impiety and profane- 
neſs would become matter of ſhame and re- 


proach in the eyes of men, as they are al- 
ways offenſive to God. 


Ir deſerves to be remembered, to their 


everlaſting honour, that it was chiefly 


owing, under God, to the noble and ſpi- 
rited zeal of our great men, that our happy 


D Reformation, 
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Reformation, from the corruptions of Pope- 
ry, was ſucceſsfully brought about. And 
we may ſafely add, that it is only by a re- 
vival of the ſame laudable and excellent 


ſpirit, that we can reaſonably hope to ſee 


the practice of true piety and virtue again 


flouriſh amongſt us. This would ſecure 
them a more glorious fame than the heroes 


of ancient times acquired by their valo- 
rous achievements, and perpetuate their 


— through eternity itſelf. 


Wr have ſurely reaſon to bleſs God, chat, 
even in this age of pleaſure and diſſipation, 


ve have yet ſome eminent examples of real 
piety and virtue, amongſt the greateſt and 


moſt diſtinguiſhed of our countrymen, in 


5 point of rank and condition; who are not 
aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, and whoſe 


praiſe is not of men only, but of God : That 
particularly the higheſt Perſonage in the 


| kingdom is not more diſtinguiſhed by his 


princely than his chriſtian virtues, Who 
Enows how far the influence of ſuch exam- 


ples may at length exten? Would not a 


Joſt. ſenſe of een revived amongſt us, 
prove 
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prove the moſt effectual remedy of theſe 
public diſorders, which are but too frequent, 

and have become an object of ſerious atten- 
tion. By this means, a turbulent and ſeditious 
ſpirit would ceaſe among the people, their 
ſuperiors in rank and power would regain 
their influence over them; to the loſs of 


which, too often chargeable on themſelves, 
I apprehend, our preſent commotions may 
more juſtly be traced back, than to any o- 


ther cauſe that has been aſſigned, 


Laſtly, Muc will ever depend on us, my | 
Reverend Brethren of the clergy, for revi- 


ving a ſpirit of true piety and virtue among 
the people. Of all the different claſſes of 
men, we are ſurely capable' of doing the 
greateſt ſervice or prejudice to the intereſts. 
of true religion. I ſhould almoſt think it 


unneceſſary to ſay, that We ought carefully 
to preſerve ourſelves, not only from the 


guilt, but even the ſuſpicion of impiety or 


wickedneſs; becauſe ſuch a character, in a 
miniſter of Chriſt, is at firſt fight, and in 
the eyes of all men, abſurd and deteſtable. 


And [ think ; it but juſtice to obſerve on this 
„ 7 IS occaſion, 
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occaſion, ITY in this national church, in- ä 
ſtances of this ſort leſs frequently occur, 


or are ſuffered to paſs with impunity, than 
in any other. Although, in ſome few caſes, 
che guilty may poſſibly eſcape deſerved cen= | 

ſure, it is no more than what muſt ſorne- 


times happen in judicatories made up of 


fallible men. At the ſame time, there is 


certainly nothing which more deſerves the 


ſtricteſt attention, than to preſer ve the re- 


putation of our church for purity of man- 


ners; a reputation which we ſtill poſſeſs, 
and, I hope, will maintain to lateſt ages. 

Some other churches may boaſt of their 
riches and power, and thereby acquire an 


exterior pomp and luſtre: But we muſt 
ſtand or fall, in the eſtimation of mankind, 
by che purity of our faith and morals, and 
an unremitting diligence i in the duties of our 
Thien office, 


Bur 18 merely abſtaining from groſſer 
vices and offences all that our public cha- 
racter requires, or the world expects from 
us? Surely not. An exalted piety, and ex- 
emplary virtue, are not only highly orna- 

mental, 


A 21 
mental, but abſdlucay: necellary, to add 


dignity to our character, and efficacy to our 
religious inſtructions. Such a general tem- 


per and deportment will be always look- 


ed for from us, as becomes thoſe who have 
a high ſtandard of moral excellence conti- 
nually before their eyes. Every man of com- 
mon diſcernment, can eaſily diſtinguiſh the 
peculiar ſpirit of public Profeſſions, and 
thoſe who are poſſeſſed of it in any eminent 
degree. Attention to this is neceſſary in e- 
very profeſſion, not only to the reputation 
of men, but to their ſucceſs in proſecuting 
the end * have in view. And be aſſu- 
red of it, my Rrethren, the world is at no 
loſs to ke and with preciſion too, when 
we deviate from the ſpirit and rules of our 
ſacred office. Allow me to ſay, that what- 
ever ſavours of levity and folly ſhould be 
carefully avoided, if we would act up to 
the dignity of our character, and be of real 
ſervice to mankind; as it always betrays 
want of judgment and prudence, and muſt 
thereby diminiſh the influence of our in- 
ſtructions, in proportion as it ſinks us in 
the eſteem of the public. . 


To 


5 To tonrlude: Let us endedvour to revive. 7. 
à ſpirit of true piety and religion in ours. - 
ſelves: and who knows how far and wide 
5 itz falutary influence may extend? Let us 
carefully fuppreſs a ſpirit of faction aud 
Z arty, ſo deſtruttive of our mutual unions. The 
. amidſt und ccndable differences 6f £ op | 
_ 7 7 nion, about queſtions ref} ing Public 
8 5 onder, let us till preſerve the Aae of the; 
| Suri in the bond of peat, 4 ; 
2 «fer. on a Hill, that cd "aft! 


ene temper” aach de pon Ent X | 
i e piety, as becomes thoſe: TTY are ad! „„ 


oy 


oh Hed to 8 of 1 ag ear 


f 5 N. 75 : f 4 . 
* 5 _—_— 
2 as well as the c 5 
3 5 a Ws 1 GU = 6 1 
01 # | 
| 7 N 
1 05 "C0 i 
7 r 1 
* + #5" * - * 4 
D pies 5 4 ＋ = | 
" | . * 4 
_ 1 1 * 4 
: 1 * x 3 4. 
- 4 3 K dS 96S N 
* N ; S pF 7 : * 2 bs 7 ö 4 5 p 
5 > r 2 . 5 „ 5. 65k "i 3.4? 1 422 1 3 
1 a * 4 * 3 4 wi SF oh * W 2 1 b 2 ++ — + i 5 oY 4 * e 4d 11 8 * + 7 9 


— ct ä * 
$ I * 3 Ne 
Ar eee 2 


hy 
f N 5 
55 „ 4.4 


